
GOLDEN, COLORADO 80402-0928 

JUN 5 L 1993 
93-DOE46504 

Mr. Martin Hestmark 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Region VIII 
ATIT\J: Rocky Flats Project Manager, 8HWM-RI 
999 18th Street, Suite 500,SWM-C 
Denver, Colorado 80202-2405 

Mr. Gary Baughman 
Hazardous Waste Facilities Unit Leader 
Colorado Department of Health 
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Denver, Colorado 80222- 1530 

Gentlemen: 

Please find enclosed your copies of the response to Colorado Department of Health (CDH) 
comments on the Revised Work Plan (WP) for Operable Unit No. 13 (OU13) submitted 
March 10, 1993, and your requested replacement pages for that document. 

The Revised OU13 Work Plan submitted to the regulatory agencies March 10, 1993, was 
rejected pending the resolution of one major and two very minor issues: 

0 Surficial Soils Sampling Plan; 
0 

0 

Clarification of the radiological survey in paved areas; and 
Delineation of the groundwater plume. 

DOE strongly disagrees with CDH’s proposed Soils Sampling Plan. CDH’s 
April 26, 1993 letter, criticized DOE’s statistical approach as not valid to meet thc Stage 1 
data quality objectives (DQOs). In particular, the number of surfcial soil samples was 
deemed insufficient. CDH would require 25 samples per individual ha7ardous substance 
site (IHSS). To support this, the OUlO Surficial Soils Sampling Plan was photocopied 
and then the same coefficient of variation was assumed and it was based on thc historical 
information available from OU10, to achieve the desired number of samples. Then the 
number of samples at some of the smaller IHSSs was reduced “based on professional 
judgment.” To be valid. this approach must have historical data on which to calculate a 
coefficient of variation. but there is no historical data available from OU13 on which to 
base any assumptions or statistics. Any methodology must be rigorously applied, not 
amended arbitrarily. OUlO data cannot be used to generate OU13 statistics. 

The methods in the Revised Work Plan are based on DOE’s SAFER (observational) 
approach, meet the Stage 1 DQOs, are statistically sound, and can be performed within 
current budgets and schedules. 
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